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*As students progress into secondary schools, support may shift from focusing primarily on decoding instruction to 
use of tools to access content & express knowledge aligned with the trajectory of instructional standards. 
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All Students

Students with Any 
Reading Difficulty

Students with Dyslexia

Students with Dyslexia 
504 Plan

Students with Dyslexia 
Special Education (SLD)

• Instuction is a baIanced literacy approach

• Focus on inspiring a love of reading

•Developing a growth mindset 

•Reading is more difficult in either comprehension or decoding, or both

•Need additional opportunity, practice, feedback, and responsive instruction

•Difficulties with accurate, fluent word recognition & decoding abilities

•Need explicit, systematic, multisensory instruction focused on structure of 
language by general education staff*

•Access to universal tools to enure high cognitive engagement

• School evaluates to determine if student has a physical or mental impairment, 
and if there is a substantial limitation to  major life activities

•Need explicit, systematic, multisensory instruction focused on structure of 
language by general education staff*

•Need individualized accommodations that can't be met through universal 
tools and supports

• School evaluates to determine if student meets criteria for Specific Learning 
Disability (pattern of strengths and weaknesses)

• Evaluation must include multiple assessments at reasonable intervals of time 
of student's response to effective interventions

•Need for specially designed instruction and Individualized Educational 
Program (IEP) developed, focusing on intensive, explicit instruction


